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it Au Extraordinary Cafe of a Coftive Perfor, i
& Letier from Mr B. Sherman o Dr Beefton of
!p[wichs with a Note en the !,’Ezme by Mr William
Cowper, . R: S

SIR,
o His perfon, whofc Name was Thomas Phillips of
i Ecfthorp, ncar Keldon in Fffex, was as weil in eve-
¢y refpe a3 a Child could potlibly be till he was a ycar
and 2 quareer old 5 at which time a very ftrange and al-
molt continual rumbling ia his Inteftines feiz'd him, the
confequence was a violent Lcofenefs, for which all the
Phylcians neor the place could find no Remedy : But at

.

iaft, when they defpaired of the Childs Life, the Loofe-
ncls terminated in {uch an uvnufua! Obltrultion, thut he
did not go to Stole for a fortni 6

ther, and from three weeks it proceeded gredially to the
intervals of 17 or 18 weeks, and fo contnved &l te cun
to b about the age of fifteen, when bis Body refumed
its natural temper, which lafted 4 or 5 years, but then
the Obitruction returned, and continued, or gahwr mne-
creas’d till he dyed 5 for it was cuftomary with him in
the lalt vears of his Life not to evacuate auny manaer of
Excrement under the interval of ninctecn or twenty weeks,
and fometimes ( twice at lealt ) hs had no difvhaige for
one or two and twenty wecks together,  He ved ¢
near 23 vears of Age. and walk'd 2bout almoft o
of his Deathy for he was fuddenly feiz’d with
Fits ( but could not Vomit), two or three of wiith Fity
carry'd him off in a few hours 5 and when ke dy'd it was
nine
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nine weeks after he had any Stole.  He dyed about a year
after I wrote to you firlt concerning hiin, T ask’d him
fome Queltions, which I apprehended neceflary, as whe-
ther he did Vomit often, or had at any time any Ex-
crementous Tafltes in his Mouth, or did Sweat {much, or
made more Urine than in proportion to his drinking, or
whether he found any eafe when he did either Vomit,
Sweat or Urined 5 all which queftions were anfwered in
the Negative. When he did go to Stole he evacuated
very many times in a day, and (everal days together, until
he had emptyed himfelf. But I muft tell you, that his
Mother affures me, that throughout his whole Life he
never difcharg’d any other than very thin Excrement.

Before his time of Evacuation came about, he was of an
extraordinary bignefs many weeks before his going to
Stole, unlefs when he could break Wind, which he often
endeavourd to do, by laying his Body on the edge of 2
Table or Stool, but could not often by fo doing produce
the defired effe¢t. He declined the ufe of all Medicines for
maany years before he dy'd, contenting himfelf with gos
ihg to Stole once in three or four months, or nineteen or
twenty weeks, as above meation’d. But that which a-
mufes me as much as any thing is, that hie generally had
a petty good Stomach, and ear and drank as the reft of
the Family did 3 nav, till the time that his Body came to
be very full, he couid do the work of a Man at Plow,
or fuch like Husbandly labour, for Agricalture was his
employment, § was very defirous to have open’d his
Body, but could by no means convince his Mother of the
ufefulnefs and advantage of {uch a DiffeCtion, which was
no {mall regrer to me, for I thought it grear pity that

fuch an extraordinary cafe fhould not be inguired into,
and indeed the Minifter of the Paviin did prefs his diffedtis
on very hard, but the Mother was yet inflexible,  This,
Sir, is the truth of his cafe, and at firlk may feem zlmolt
incredible 5 bac when I aflure you that I had this acc;u'n‘c
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from the Perfons own Mouth in his Life time, confirm’d
at the fame time by his Mothér who is yet living, and
has very lately repeated the fame to me,l hope it may cbtzin
credit with yous befides I can affure you, that all the
Neighbourhood will witnefs the trath of it, many Gen-
tlemen, Clergymen and others having had the curiofity
to {ee and examine the Perfon,
Myr €owper’s Note on the foregoing Letser.
It s not improbable, if the Abdomen of this Ferfon kad been
opened, but  fome of its Comtewts wonld bave been fiind
“mot wnlike thofe I bave wentioned, in my Explication
of “the 34th Table of Prints pudisfoed by Dr Bidioo, phere
I take notice of a young Genticwoman 1 diffeifed , in
whor I obferved the Omentum (o loffered, 1hat at fivfd
it appeared doubifull if that part hud cver been exiftentin
that fubjei® 5 but on fIrick examination the liitle Remains of
it refewbled a Congeries of fmall Glandules, fiuffed with a
Suct like watter. The whole Canal of the Inteftines, even from
the Pylorus to the Anus, was diflerded with Excrements, ard
the Surfaces of all the fmall Guts adhered fo firictly 10 ecch
other, that they conld not be parted witheut tearing their ex-
terwal Membrane,  to which the Cmentum contributed by its
adbefion : The whole Compages  of the Intefiins very wnch
refembling that of -the external [urface of the Birain rcovered
with the Pia wiater, fo that the Mefentery in ihat fubjeit couid
not be feen till this external inclofure was divided, Eyihis
diforder, ‘tis certain, the Periftaltick sotian ofibe Guts puif}
necds-be very mueh leffencd, if not giive birdered, The erivge
neum alfo i 1hat cafe wac very minch thivien d.ars bail [per e
preternatural white bodics fet at various difizzccs 0w its o
sernal furface 5 the like appeared om the Stowmach, which o
msch refembled in figure the Niliary Glands o the bavly port
of the Afpera Asteriar
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